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Abstract

Social inequalities are fundamentally shaped by the production relations that exist
within a society. Nevertheless, there are also non-economic forms of social stratification
based on birth, wherein individuals are hierarchically differentiated through caste. The
origins of such inequalities can be understood in relation to the historical evolution of slave
and feudal modes of production. Throughout history, transformations in class relations have
emerged through class struggles, leading to the rise, development, and decline of successive
classes. Accordingly, social formations have witnessed the emergence of classes such as
master and slave, landlord and serf, and capitalist and worker. The twentieth century further
demonstrated the possibility of constructing an egalitarian society through struggles aimed at
abolishing class divisions. Unlike class structures, however, the caste system has persisted
for centuries with remarkable continuity, despite sustained resistance and social conflicts.
Understanding this enduring social order requires an examination of the lived experiences of
marginalized communities striving for social emancipation. In this context, the present study
explores the social inequalities, caste-based restrictions, and the struggles undertaken by
oppressed communities against discrimination and social exclusion in the Jaffna region of
northern Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Twentieth Century, Jaffna Social Order, Caste-based Restrictions, Struggles
against Oppression, People's Movements, Marginalized Communities.
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FOUPEH  STDMESTIPYHOT QR(f FAPESBHIOT 2_DLIGSH] 2_peysenler g LiLienr ulGsGuw
wply surHlsTmer. ZipLitileptd LIpire) weflsewsr CoumiiBlss] YBs CoumyiimBsEndsEer
TDME STPYHT GIBTTL 2 DLIGSH] FITTT FUPH TDMSSTPSYHOT 2 _6iensor.  Z)aummlesr
CHTOMLD  YYlgewIvF FUPSTI — BIVSYL VIS FUPSHTILI 2 DLSEH] 2 Deyseflesr 2911 %
YDuIaply HIN/.  UiGsBIGOenL ST GLTTTL L BIG6T 291 1% 6Uid%hsH 2 peyssenis)
LOTDDBISET TDLIBUSTUILD LB TS5 BISHN ST CHTHMLD, uenidd), Yifley eTevrLicorermmlesr
207 1% 2 VST 6TUPSLILIL L UTSVTHY BQMUIBI%H] QUIGHIITDS]. BU6% 6UeDHUIND 946997 T6dT -
L9 6DLD, [BISVEUDL_DLOUITENGIT = LIGKTEDGDTUILG 6DLD, PHVT6N] - Glsmiflevmed] sreorts LieVGsumy
U SHBBIFHET 2_(6UTBIUTONSNGITUILD FBTGTCVTLD. U %sBIBewL Suwiwirer GYhHLr Cumyme’ L
QUTVTDRY Y0YLIUBISHEIOT CIGTL_TFFUITS UTSHBBIHDT RUISEHISHL 19F FLOSHHIU FPBLD
LIDL_F LD Gyt L_gewg 2 V& BlmLsrd BITDMT6vTLY 60 Clouplsriors
BLTGHIGETL 19 UIBHSS 6TOTLISID S S5555]. (Q)SOTTEV FTHUIF FHUPSHLD  s6TMYLD
Frglsaflenr_Guw GLmgri i b plvaileuss eurermms CFeVelsmuls) Fralsewer spiflss/s%
SL G GUITTLILITRTenw s CISTL_BBILI LISHLPII 61T %S BISENT UGS/ LB NLISUT %%5BIH6T G mesrns]
QUM (HS6V GLITCVUSTIILI LIVBTLY 6U(GLBIGET pCT UHHSF FIHIBET 519555 GIBTL BT
FTHNIE  FAPHESDELI  LITBSICIBTOTUSDSGLD — YUTHMIL_ 1D YL SHHLILIL ()  TUpFH 6l
puwpAs@d  alifliby) By  FepsGHleweTL! LTSI ClBTaTeMGDGL  B)sbsL Hlewr
QUIHTL (HUSTHYLD — YWLOBS/GTNG).  YBBUHBUID  BVBIwHUNIT — 1L LIS uleyiorer
WITPLILITENT — LIGHUIV — FAPESHIOT  10GHUIV  HTewriii’ L Faps — CoUpmIswLOs6rT,
SLBLILITEHBET, YBNIT THNISHH YL 5S&HUPODHE 2 L LIBISSLILIL L 10556 GLOm 65 TersTs_
Cumgrt’ L Biser — Uuppw L whIsewar — sTHSSHIOTLILGTS  Qeiuriieys — HL (Hewr

YD LOBVTDS.

@OILIYFCFTDS6T: 20 9 id BTOMTT(H), WTPLILITET Fepshd HLHLUTH, @BHdHEG PewME S,

eTglrmesr GUTrTL_L BigeT, wohHst Gurrml_L ib, afleflibL Blewsv wahseafleir eTpdFF.

DABpsid
@evBienauilsit BlevayLewid Y Fles5SD G weuisearTs Clsrals, GaueTTari sTeiTen) b

FPSHSHBOTT HVLILML_HHHeT aumTullevrs GlumbuTereny GluHDSlL @)HHH Coumiui 1
augailed SHieTTLBhHHler CLBHLLITEITEN FrHwTeT OBIsTUSSHISH6fST 2 (HeuTdHsHLD
OB GHIETOTS. B)STM  RPMH  FTHWTS 2 6iTem  OBISTWSSHISHEHET JDEHHTET D ullyid
9,07 (H ST (LPSSTETT LIFUT 6TOTLUTTE) eW&HSLILIL L. GUTgl FTH (PewMEH G 6T TTer
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HVSL LUSTCUT(H 2 (HUTESEUNHHSTT. HeWTSHH FTHullaTenTulb Fewentdgl ofr smFauld
etears  HesflQwmrm  wHlfeurss sTLmSWBHSTT. @eusuemsulled @)hg FLowdsler
IliuswLuile Blrraflss o meurer Caimiul L efFenFapld HTVLICUTESESD @b LOSL
Ulfleursasiiul Hall L gl. @evkiensullet wrpliLimensslsy 1966 spdbGLmuir 216t eTpdd) “Frg
Sewlildh T (P, Fs gl b @misL (HID” 6Tar ailaTenenrd FTHID (PLPSBHHIL 6T | bSL
Gumridiurenflenws 6sTL &8  HsHesSlrTer CuUTTTL L BISEHLD (LpTewaUSSLILIL L G
(@evmiemasullsy Frdlwpd HsH6ESSlrmesr Gumyml L migepd, U. 183) Glsusurn @)svbiendsuilsd
THUBSSLIUL L FTHwGSler urbusd wHmib ellfleurssid, Heupdler Feps Foluilsomsr
BT&HELD 6T6TLISST LIMMULD FH6u6vfldaGeuernriq uig jeudwiom@Lb.

Qevsiewasuilsit  YEMETHBIL  UGDseflIb  Feps  gTDMS  STLPOHET  LoHMILD
DS GHUPPMEHET 6TedTLIST SHrewrliul L er. @ @ULilenid euL @)evmbiensullest wmpliLimesnTL
UGSl sTewTliLl L gl CUITeTn @MISHLD 6ThIGL SHTERTLILL allVeNs) 6T6TEM Jn MEVTLD.
@evBienas sLilpiseflen_Cuw GPILLTS auL_LjVsg SLlTseflenL_Gw, Hewbsl(Hbd Fraluil
uig Blewsvullenest @)bHwF @Lpedlev BrewriiL(Reug CUITTD 6 (h dniBICHTERT aulgalled sneudg)
GpréHserd. o & Fleweoullsy QFlEs o wi CeusTrerisEhh, YaUTHEHSEG HBHHSSTSH
sTeTewflBemaulley Gewmeursst LlFTwentiseph, 9bSSHSHS Ly Bleweoullsd LVST Blewev
Geuermarigsst  sTRTLILIHGCUT(HLD — HEUTHDOT  PSHHAUTHEHLD — HTEWTLILIL L T, 2 L 6D
2 _swipliLiled FOH LG FAm Bl6V& &5 HM % aflsugruilsermest Geuermrerigeir
sewflFTaTOTHaTTouT — Qpearmey  Frglw  FHlulled  euiser o wiieuresTouiHerTsGeu
e TeTaTILIL L 63TT. (3)6UTH6T HjeNesTeusH LD 2 Wi FTHUNTI 6THTD UMSHE 6T 2_6TeTL_dkld
C&mreTeTeLTD.  BeuTHEHDL W cTTWHWEHMIWS ST — Fard6lsTensuUlls)  FromiT
WPLLHSHS aFSLOTTEUTHTTHS ClaTsTar(pigulb. HBHHS LG Blened ensalenard FTdlHerTs
B BphgH  CFemeusst aupmIGCauTrTTHs: STewTlILBSISTHTT. @ouisGer  GewL Blewevs
srHulleri  etermy  FEmpUU@Bsuryreui, (@evmiensully  FrFwwd  SHESHISrTevT
GumrmlLmiseptd, 1. 62) 2 Gevrs, wr, wedst HMID S L L Ceuewsv GCFUIGTT, FUILLTHS
Qariflev CFiiGsurt, Gasrallsy Cgreant®h LflGsuri CGUraTmeauissr @)L Blewevd FrdlsHearTsd
QB TETOTE Fn L WIS THETTEUT.

QY ribussley Carallwi sFrdwrers gewws Frdwrs  eilermislu  Curglepb
STVLICUTEE  GFFTH @ewL Plewevd Frw  eurbliH@GHsT @)ewentdasliul L enowib
GO $55555TGLD. @i B)ewL_Blewevd FTHH6T wWreyld LigBlewsvuiled spesTMesT HLp PTDTS
B BphgH auBLTY GHHLIULIGHHS®L GO $55555TGD. @euisst o wiGsusrmer
I EHHGSIDETET TGS FrHserTsCeu Go:mereriiul L eri. GeuiseaflbE OS5
Bleweoulley HHToULHI Iy BleWVEF FTHHMTTES FTPSHSLILL L FTHEewerd CFihsd LO&HHM6TH
HTENVTEVTLD. “LIGHFLOT 6TOTLISENT I[TSHSHID BT6IT (S T BISEHSHS CleuafllGu o _srer gbH TS|
Uflaflerrrest sripssliu’ L ST LiLLTs Fralsewerd GFibg UsTart, beTeur, eI,
QUENTERTTT, QLI L [T, SIHLOUT. FoHSleOwt Lewpwii eTedaTCUTT LIEHFLOTTHS SH(HBLILIL L 6T
perred 2 wir Ceuerrer YIshs FhHBlsaflet Chrigd GRewEHTTS () (Hbs Ceauedrigul
Gapemeuullett GlUTHL B suswTewrmi, oul L i Frgluileri Fe FepiewassHEHD 2 flewindsEnLd
CasrenTiy (HhseoTi  eTerugIDd  GOILUIL$5555.  @oUdleyd  @musluiled  euisEnLd
STPSSLILLCLTT 6TadTD eue»TWenm&HGHTCerCGuw 2 ererL_SsliLBEearmeri. (Frd CaFib
uentuT(®), U. 78) @eueurmrer HTpSHSLILIL L 10&H%6T6T sTevTenildhens Fomi pLiugl afH5ems
D_GITOTL & &H6UST G LD.

STPSSLILL L 10&%H6T ClUTHeTTSTTLD, HTHuey, Hevall, ClHTLHIL euTILIL|SH6T 6TEdTLICT
wMiGSLUL @ UusTUTL L IDFBISeT Fdhgleuwrsls Uearupmliu@eug Blrrsfldssi L
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GG, STPSSLILIL L QUTHET V6V LICHFLDTHST 6TETMD L|eWEIT BTLOSHHIL 63T ), 6uTL_T630T(h)
HTOWTH FTHWSSTD RHSSLULL(H  UBSIGTOTOTT 6TOHTLSZID HWTdm (h). G)OTMILD  Fn Ll
Sjeupnler GBI, edMLPHS HTHHBISHTID LUTHILILSHeNID &) HHSH allGUL 1p1guwTs Blewsv
QBT HleTmg| sTearLgID GMILUIL_G5555). (DplieuTeari) bbeusnduiled wmTLpLILITEsT L0ddb6T
wsSulley ausalsy @) Mmbs allflibLFBlews) oHHEHEG aIGHHLILL L L & LPpsHDaHeT LnHD]
@B @Geumid.
Feps R (H% G PO MSET

2090 BrHMTENRTIYsL Wi (HweTH] HSHE WPHUL L STevBISeNeID Fraluib Fahlwmer
urGurhsepd  euisallnE  eFrres plwurTwwrer  gliuedl. 2 flendsEnLd
wmiGsLUl L gL 6T, Gl (HH@ly wWohsaflet  gewwdssr  GuUTL  BLTSSLILL L GILD
GO 55555 bhsaimsulGe 2090 promTew®h sTevliLgGglulled STPSSLILIL L
LEEHETTET LIEHFOTHEHSHE WwMIbsiul L 2 flewwassdr uny Cpréslsr, LW eneuddHed
STSSLILL L FrgHulled Unbs @melnsd o wi srgluilerfler Guwisemer GUT sweaudhsds
Il THl. IBmeruyd Y  eweudss  WPUWDFASSTLD  HeUTHEHEGHS  H6UTL DTS
aupmISLILBUSIL T Heuiskefler sbHwmTeudlu o flewisEpd MIGHLILL L T. 9SGl 63T
@euiseng) GLwiEeT sTeueurm| HewowCeusHdTRID 6TedT YewFliLigsnb LImLilemers Ligley
QFinyd  Cumrg  udleurerfler  allpliusSnalewrnis  uFeyser — GFwwliul L g
GO 555551 FTeTDTs, ShewswrListener - Hbser, Geugpiliflsrener - Geausvedr,
GursitesrrEF LIl siremer - GluresTesf], umieuglwibLom - urml 6T6T M)
I|ewY&&LILL (RsTarenullenerds @GmlilLsumd. (FTg) Csaid LssTUTH), L. 124)

DLW 9655115 6V6IT 61T

STPSLILL L &seflsy g eanrsmst Cum sl ewflwGeur Geul 1guwimed (LpLpe»LOWITS
2 L ewevF &M wewmsECeur G meaflsy giawr® CurL_Geur yeniwdlsbasliu_rg gewr® Coul iy
- HCw Yewrullsh s (HeusN @ WIS eupmISLILIL L g). g% CLimed GlLIesTdsiT GLosy FL ewL_
S| W&HIn L TG, L(HOUDDL HF OGLISTHET Ll eDeudh@ FLewL ewild gL Tgh GCuUTeTn
BEOL (PMEH6T allSldbsILL g (HHSHT. B)eweu LMLILIHLOIL GG &6vTL 6W6dTHEhd:EHLD 2 6T TH6vTT.
allGsL Flawrmisaflsy ClousiTemar &L (HHeL QY LITRTHBIGHET (HTHWH, Hhis Y LITETHBISHET, HTed))
S|wileugsn @ SwL allBlaasLiLg hHoHer. 1830 o ib oy evTig 6L wWTpLiLITenTd et o wiiFrglulleri
SDLOVID STPHSHUT 6T6dTd &HBCwTTledr CLetTHET HTHewllaer CUITETH ) LITeRTBISEN6T
SwilwGam L TOser erglitiy Qeueflulll L eri. o5 w Hwsty &Hlgmw wi L HPsThlser
@ePIOdl L srgdlullerewr sTaewfl GCumreim  ewllssvsTsemar  jevwflwGeueirL_mTid  sTedTLI
uenflls58sT(H Lanfliienremw WBlweaTsenerd STl D ailFlsaih SH6esTIqbHTT. ((&LgeLDSH6T,
u. 39) @sueurm gewflsvsitaemer gewflwallrg SHSSLHULCLTT BlwwHD  Fnedls
CarifleoTeriseTTour. Fsgiauds GHTeaTemasullsy BHIOLIGMBU|DL W HYTFTBISSHSTL @)euauTn)
woseflenL_Cuw ST LOu@D urrTul Fseng  HMIWSHSH0 QUIOTSHI.  (3)5HETT6NTHST6V
S| TFTHBISLD SHMTL_LbaHld g BTG HBLILIL_L 61T (EHD S LosdTestlLiLy QU LPBIFIWIGILD
GO 55555]. B)HHmBW YL SGHUWdDEHGL UL L wohHellhe@ LfSsTeflwissr oo rs,
CleusuGoum FTHlsEpd 2wl _wWenilhs PewDUlleVId, Hl(HLOGWTID, LTTD (LPHOIUI FL_BIEdHener
BLGSlw pewmuilepib T HMHBISHST THLIL_L_6vT.

STphs FrWleTi FHgH WIewT 20riaivsHHle0 Cerd 9gH560, Llewrsens 6rildhsHe0
QAW QUPBIGBISWETL L|GHSSleri. @)gl 2 wiFTHlullest(hdh @, eTfldsemsv 2or’ 1quigl. jauiser
AP EHESHATLOTET 6TH TLILNL FHLIL L QTSI HeVeUTHIGET CloulgHH6uT. YWIDF] HMVBHSHI.
@ssmaw Fleweoullsy wsd wrPweuTseallhD@ DYWL, YVBISTT, MIHVF FSHHSH TLD
QUPBIGLILIL L gL 68T, SLDewLl UTSHIGTEHHIS 6laTsrer UTHewllser jewflwieyd wpiybsbevt.
LFDLF GLpsh) CLigyCaumtd LImiGenerds smLiGLImLD
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FretmTs, 1933 b Y evrigsL LUmPWT FTHlewws CFihs o Crmwer 558HTellSHS M @ HeuT
FUUTSG Sewflbg OaTenTLGUTgh HeVeurd cpeTLGl. @)bseVeurddler Gumrg wuevir
CasrevevliLl L eri. LsigGhbey sTedim QL sFl0 o wi Frgluilert usmpwii FrHlullesriler
af D5 6Ehd @ Feweaudgid 6&TpdHHw Foueuwd GOILUIL G5555]. (Coevg)
Gurd@Gaurssl
OGS L 1&s6T afglsefleib CuTg @)L misaflleid Swg allHrLSSnHE@ aThHmTed
GuUTe  BLITL &L TH ofar ealFlesliul L g wlQuwarmds, @Gplidilie  efslsefls
WPpHOTHEGar BLLTHSHV SewL_CFUnuliLL L gl 9$5IL 6T eTenaTt afFlHafle) GlFsvsv Geueist(hLd
6T6UI6V HLDK| 6U(HEMHEWII 2 WTTSHHILD U Uiy HTCoUTEMmVHW @) (1pSHGHIF GlFevev CouestT(HILD.
SHBILT H0gl FTluileT ClUwenT 2 réad ClFTV0G0STaTECL. CGurs CauadT(HID 6T6dTLIGID
GO $555551. @)D oHH6T enFsdlst Grl L ri sTr CGUTeTD euTsHeThIS6 6L LilrwimewTid
QFiusN&d S allFlassiiul L gL er bLbOHT HeVevg I sussdTgHearlGeVr &resr
Lwentd GFiiw  (piqujb.  HSHIL ST ewFslsiT, GTL L TT &STi eTedTLMMDEMD HeUDHD
QFspdBayd SewL allFlesliul g phssl. 9% GCursry Qurg GCuenhbgiserey LiwIewTLD
CFwd Curgl YFarmiseaflsd @) HHgH LwewTd OGFuiw wpguwrg. euisst Guembler
WESTL (HH6V 3)HhgI LewTwid GlFiiwGey Senidldaliul L eri. (@Grer Hwaflens, L. 198)
GG MFHET ML SH6D
GouerTerisHefledr @l emEHaTTHd: STERTULL L. STHSSLILL L. FTSH) LDSHH6T & lgenFoH6T
SewwlILFe 2 erer s BLLTHHmar HMIFflsEGsh FHgH GG DFHmar jenLodd:EeusnT(HILD.
HSHSIT LOP] HeWIOU|LD FLYeDFHET HHBTWTSBLILLL G, Y HFHIL 60T HevevrevTer GlLiflus
ofDser s HeusN@Gd @euisehdsd Iws @eensv. @Sl @B sTpdFd GlLmiLD
Gpraaley Amitil’ iy uGFluiled of B s BeusnsETer sTeualls HyeiwSlujb CLIDTLY HeTH
aueralley Gluflw s60 af() peTewms s L YunHss CueanTwenfluilesr of e & emausbgi
6Tfdad GFerm Geuermerswy 91 CueTwenf 5% Csrani(h) euisemer Gloul Heusnd,
allrigw Qawigluy (Gevsiewnsullsey Fralweps HsHO&Slrmer Currri L Bisep, L. 80)
GO $5555].
sevall
QL &HleD Breuevi eufleupbs ewFeu Geuerrerds sHevall Y FlEHsD Blewsw CLIDHMSGIL 6T
STPSSLILL L EHHEHGHTOT  Heval LML  STETLILL L 6T.  S|euUTH6T — HLOSHET6uT
sevailuilewerls GlunHms CaTsTeusn @ LILVCaIM (B)sTaTVEMET FibFHldhsEeuawTiqu|d &) (HHDSHI-
o wir srglullerfler Hlenrsv, CH6dl, susttpemmd GlFwevsemeTud HTewTiyCuw UM (PIghos
stermd GMILULeorid. @)HerTCVCW Y fBHTHE HlwL G5B uTIlIewUSIn L STIPSSLILIL L
wrentaliser el @B alev@Gl Blewevdb@H SeTarliLl LT  eTeTLGID GO Gbdbabg].
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